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GEQURAPEY OF TIREE S0VIST URBAN REGIOHS

PART LI ww VERKGINE=YEYVINSKIY

I. Location

The town of Verkhne-Seyvinskiy (57°15'5-80°09'2) is loocated on the
sloping pledmont lying between the Urals and the West Siberian Plain,
within the ¥ining and Indusirial irea of the Central Urels (Sredniy Urel).
This sector of the Urals, generally defined as lying teitween 54°30'% and
59°30Y, is noted for its welledeveloped mininmg, industry, and trenspors
tation. The town itzelf is situated at the northern tip of the Verkhmew
Neyvinskiy iond {’rud) and lies within the Sverdlovsk Oblast, erproximately
65 kilaneters {34 miles) northwest of the oblast seat.

Principal settlsments in the peneral Verkhme-Neyvinakiy sres are
Nov'yansk (57°29*1-80°14"L), 27 kilameters (17 miles) north; Feyvo-fudyanka
(67°211 H=5G°005), 8 kilometers (6 miles) norti; Delorschka (57°19%E=
60°02%3), 9 kilometers (6 miles) nortiwest; Verihmiy Tagil (57°23 e
59°67'#), 16 kilometers (10 miles) northwest; Tavatuy (57°09%5.80914%i),

14 kilometers (9 miles) south-southwest; Xalinove (57°08'H-6010':), 14
kilometers {9 miles) south; and Taraskovo {57°07'He50°05'2), 16 kilometers
(10 miles) southesouthwest. Hithin the area there are also two railroed
stations that are not located in or adjucent to settlements == thoss are
the Hurzinke railroad station (57°1015-80°06'3), 12 kilometers (7 miles)
south of Verkhne-leyvinskiy, and the Tavatuy railroad station (57°05Ne
80°09%5), 21 kilometers (15 miles) south.

Within the ares, the most prominent physical features are (1) the
eagtern slope of the Centrsl Urals, (2) the pledment, (3) Lake {Ozero)
Bol'shoy Tavatuy, and (¢) Verkhne-Yeyvinskiy fond, a narrow elumgnted
body of water thal extends south froa the edge of town for a distunce of
approximately 19 kilameters (12 miles), (5) tae leyve River {Reka), :«hioh
flows northward through Verkhme-Neyvinskiy ond to the (b draina;e systen;
and (8) NeyvoeRudyanks ‘ond, a swempy area four kileometers (2-1/2 miles)
north of the towm of Verkhne~Yeyvinazkiy, which is commected with the
Verkhne-lioyvingkly Pand by the Heyve River.
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I1. Imri_gtion of the Area
A« FPhysical Sﬂtting

The pledmont, on whileh the town of Verkhme-Yeyvinskiy is loocated,

iz & narrow longitudinal zome that lies betwsen the foothllls of the
Urals on the west and the est Siberian Plain on the east. In reliefl it
is a transitional zone with a general sastward slope. It is crossed by
& number of eest=-{lowing streams from the muuntains,which cut the foree
land into & suscession of roughly parallel swells and wvalleys. Meny of
the valleys are narrow, with stesp gradients in thelr upper reaches and
moderate gradients ass they flow out into the plain. Approximately 110
kilometers (68 miles) oast of the town of VerkhnewYeyvinskiy, is the low
but distinct escarpment that marks the edge of the ‘st Siberian Plain.
Beyond the ezéi;,:pnzmt the nearly festureless plain ocontinues eastward for
approximately 2,400 kilometers (1491 niles) to the Yonisey River.

In the western part of the VerklmeelNoyvinsikiy ares are the low foote
hills and hill=iike mowntains of the Central Urals, which continue weste
ward for a distance of about 75 kilometers (47 miles). The mountain
ridges within this area have been worn down f{rom lovel or slizhtly wndu=
lating gsurfaces and sre interspersed with individual hills of generally
rounded form, many of which have almost flat tops. The elevation of the
Urals west of Verihne-beyvinskiy ranges from 300 to 500 meters (about
985 to 1,640 feet), with individual peeks risiizg a3 high as 514 moters
(2,014 feot). The most outstanding physical features in the immediate
footnill area are Yount (Gora) Bunar, 609 meters (1,998 feet), 9 iiloe
meters (5=1/2 miles) to the west-northwest, and ¥Yount Sem' Bratyev, 422
moters (1,383 feet), 6 kilometers (4 miles) to the southesst of the towm
of Verkhno-ieyvinskiy.

The Verkhne-Neyvinskiy area is only moderately asultable for mderw
gromd inatallatims because of the granite and granite-like rocks that
predeminata, Although difficult to excavate, this type of rock is stremg
enough to suprort underground installationz. Other favorable features

gre an sbundsnce of steep alopes and the large number of nines in the area.
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Soils of the arew are largely podsolie, with some areas of saund alemyp
river beds. 'he soil varies in depth from deep to shallow and is interw
mixed with rock fragments. The underlying rocks are sedimentery and

crystalline.
B. Ipdrography

The tow of Verkhne-Neyvinskiy lies within the Slberian dralnage
sysbem. The rivers and lekes of the arse comnect, through its tributaries,
with the Ob' iiver, which flows into the Zara Sea. The nost prominent
hydrograghic features are (1) Veridme~leyvinskiy “ond and Lake Zol'shoy
Tevatuy, (2) the Neyve River, and (3) Weyvoe-Rudysnica Pond.

Vorkhmo~Hoyvinskiy rfond, which wus formed artificlelly by fthe daming
of the Heyve Biver, is an elongated body of water extending in a northe
south direction for approximetely 9 kilometers (8 miles) and is from la1/2
to 2 kilometers (approximately 1 mile) in width. The average depth ia
sbout 3 metors (10 fest), the surface area approximately 15 square kiloneiers
{about 6 squars miles), and the total wolumo between 20 and 50 milldon
cubic meters [about 470490 million cuble feet). Lake Rol'shoy Tawatuy,
to the msouth and slightly to the east, is also elongated in shape and
is commected with the pomd by 2 narrow channel. The lake exbends in &
northegouth direction for approximately 11 kilomebters (7 miles), is from
1-1/2 to 2e1/2 kilometers wide, and has a surface ares of approximately
24 square kilomwetors (9 square miles). The depth is reported to be &

meters (16 feet) and tho total volume about 113 million cubic metors

(1,530 million cubic feet). Together, the lake and pond have a total
voluns of about 162 million cubic meters, (about 1,520 .illion cubie foet),
of which 90 miilion cubic meters (about 1,060 million cubic feet) are
classifieod as "useful™ by a 1953 Soviet source. It iz presumed that the
word "useful® refers to the volume of water that could be used for
electric power producstion. /4 1945 Soviet source states that the lake
and pond have an olevation of 259 meters (850 feet) above sea-leval.

The dam, located at the northern iip of Verklme-Reyvinskiy roamd,

was copnstructed in 1782 snd is described ns an sarthen dam faced and
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oapped with granite, It is spproximately 730 meters (2,396 feet) in
length, 50w36 motors (98115 fost) in width, and 7 metars (23 feet)
in height, ‘ecording %o s 1953 Soviet source, the dmm was in a good
state of preservation at that time, though one of the flosd gates was
damagzed, Wo postwar data are available concerning the dem or 1ts
installstions,t

The Seyws River flows northward from lts source at the foot of
Mount Xarenl®naya and enters Verihneeleyvinskiy Pomd at its southroesd
extremity, Yrom the northern snd of the pond, at the dem aitse, it
contimies {ts northward course for spproximately 4-1/2 kilometers
Z.1/2 miles} snd cnters the Heyvo-Fudyanks Pond aren, Upon lsaving
the ponrd, the river contimues northward for approximately 17 kiloe-
meters {11 miles) and enters Nev'yansk Pond, At a distance of about
300 kilometors (186 miles) from its source, the Nowys River jeins
the Nitss Blver system, which flows intc the 0b' tiver and sventutlly
into the Kara Ses,

NeyvoeTudyanks Pend, looated between the towns ol VarkhneHeyvinskiy
and Neyvo-dyaniks, is believed to be s very shallow body of water with
no well definmed shore line separating the pomd from the surreunding
awemps, Soveral Pussian sources show no pond in this leecation, and at
leagt one calls it & “drained pond," It may be aesumed, howevar, that
in periods of heavy preeipitation thers ig at least a surface of water,
but thet swamo vegetation may covar the greater part of the ar Juring

dey periods,

1. It is believed that thore is Lut one outlet at this dem, bub e
sources havs indlented otherwise, A 1933 Soviet source states that
there are two water outlets, and a 1500 Zussian map shows a sesond
rivar flowisg in A norihernly direction from the dam, This river,
flowing to the ecast of the NeyweRudysaka Pomd, 1s shown as Joining
the Hoyva River just southesst e¢f the town of NayvoeRudymnia, The
river sysbol, &8 shown on the map, is considered to be » aartographic
ervor sines the rivor oould mot follow this course without flowing
ushill, It is possible that s river symbol wms insdvertemtly used
instend of & rond syabol, The mep prepared in sonjunetlon with this
report {CI: 11838) shows = roed in this location,
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In addition to the major hydrographic features, small lekes and
ponds are scattered throughout the Verkime«Hoyvinskiy area, and a
large number of smalle tc mediumesized rivers flow out from the oot
hills of the Urals west of the town. OSwamps are numerous and increase
in nuzber and size from west to east.

Ce Vepetation and Agriculture

The vegetation sone within which Verihne-Neyvinskiy is locatsd iz
also transitional. To the west, the Urals are almost er:tirely covered
by & dense couiferous forest. Fir and spruce forest is most comuon, with
oceasional stands of pine. Larch 1s alao found, particularly where the
underlylng rocks are granite and peridotite. Towards tie south larch
becames more common and birches become more numerous » with evem solid
stands ocouring arownd Sverdlovek. lowards the east tic ::sniferaun/f:rum
interspersed with a few stunted linden trees. Throughout the forest is a
denss wnderbrush of shrubs and berry plants, with tall gresses alomg the
streazs. lan; burnedeover patchos contaln tangled growths thut are
man-high or taller. The forests asbound in deer.

The quagnires and swamps found in low places within the srea have
typical swamp vegetution. Toward the east, large poorly-drained areas
on the flat tops of Intersirean swells are typically covered with peat
bogs, and in the vicinity of Tavatuy several peat beds ure being worked.

The agrioulture of Sverdovek Oblast, in which Verkinme~Yoyvinskiy is
located, is of local importence only. It ocoupies s comparatively small
part of the area, since approximately 60 percent of the oblast is wooded
or in bushes. Neadows and grasing land cover more than 9 percent of the
land. A consldersble part of the agricultural requiremcnts of the ares
must be brought in from other parts of the USSR. in effort is belsg made
to expand vegetable growing, dairy farming, and hog ruising in the minj.ng
districts, but information on progress is lacking. Though the main graine
growing aress of the oblast are to the south, the Verknnoedoyvinskiy area
produces some summer wheat, oats, and rye. Potatoes are probably the most
lmportant vegetable crop of the area.
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D. Hinernls
1. Exploited
2. Hetallic -~ lany important metallic minersls are
found on the easbern slopss of the Ursls. Those bolng exploited in the
Vorkdme-loyvinskly ares are chrome, gold, irom, lead, covper, and nlckel.
Flatinmun 48 2lso fommd in the sren, bub it iz uwsually oblained as & by~
product. OFf the mines, the largest number are chrowe mines, with gold
and iron remking second and third.
b. Noun-metalllic - Thore are indlcations that talc and
quartz are beling exploibed In the Verkhne-Meyvinskiy area.
2. Hot exploited

a. Hetsllic =~ There is some evidence that zinc ocours
in the area, and it is possible that zinc is cwrently being exploited
north of Verkimewlieyvinskiy in the viecinity of Kirovgrad (5772773
B80°03'E). FKono of the evidence, however, indicates that sine is being
exploited within the Verkhpe-Jeyvinskly ares.

b, Homematallic == The type and extent of wnerploited
nonmastallic minerul deposits within the area is not known.

3+ RBadioeactive minerals and deposits == Thers are no lmown

radioeactive minerals or deposits in the Verkhne-leyvinsiiy arcue

Be Climate

Although climatic data for Verkime-~Esyvinakiy sre not available,
records are available for Sverdlovsk, o the southeast, which lies withe
in the same gonmeral olimatic regiom.

For the Ver¥uwe-Neyvinskily srea the continental sir magnea are of
primary importanco, with only occaslonal intrusions of maritime air.
The prewalling winds are from tho north and northeast in the swmmsr and
from the west in the winter. For thisz reason, the eastern slopes of
the Urals gemerally have less snow than the western slopss. The winter
gtorms from the east are charactarized by penstrating cold, Vazbum
cloudiness ocourz in autumn ond winbter and minlmm clowdiness in ocarly
suwmmer. Precipitation is highest durlng the summer sonths with the high
probebly in July. Maximum temperatures probably oceur in July elso.
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III. Administration
In 1928, follewing standard Soviet precedure, Verkine-Neyvinskiy
becams & rabochiy poselok (workers' settlement).l It is still classi-
fied ag a rabochiy peselok within the Nev'yansikiy Reyom, Sverdlovsk
Oblast, in the most recent sources availlable (1949).

V. Population

Information on the population of Verkmns-leyvinskiy is available
only in a 1932 German source, which places the population at 4,800, and
a 1835 Soviet source, which slaces the population at 6,300 as of that
date.

Though the ethnic composition is not specifically lmewn, the major
ethnic gnup/i‘ppamntly Great fussiam. 3Several reports indicate that s
forced labor campy is located within the settlement, but the number and

ethnic composition of the prisoners is not known.

Vs Public Utilities and Trangportation

A Power

Verkhne~Neyvinsicly iz located within the Cembral Urals power note
work, but data on the power requiremsnts of the ares are lacking. A
1932 3oviet source indicates that a 3b-horsepowsy stution ie locuted
at the dem. Various industrisl instellations are ulsu beslieved Lo have
their own power plants, but it is not known how much of the industrial
power requirements are supplied by such plants. To dats are available on
transformer stations or power lines.

- Bs Tater

The sourse of the water supply for Verkhme~Ffeyviasiiy is not knoum,

but Industrial requirements are probably met by drawing wmter from the

nearest lake or stream. The oity water supply mey be obtained sither

1. The primary criterion for differentiating between a city and a workers'
settlement is the presence or absence of urban fmctions (developed trange
portation, communications, sewage and water facilities, public buildings,
institutions, eto.)s hien a workers' settlement attains a minimum adult
population of 1,000, of whom mo more than 25 percent are engaged In agrie
sultural pursuits, a settlononi may becoms & city 4 and when so dasige
nated by the Ualon Republic.
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from the semo sources or from wells, sinocs the ground water of the area
is suitable.
Ce Iyansportation

1, local = There is no information as to the existence of
& public transportation systex within Verkme-Neyvinskiy or comecting
it with nearby settlements.

2. Rallrosds -- The city of Verkme-Neyvinskiy lies on the
Sverdlovsk-liizhniy Tagil sector of the main northesouth railroad of
the Urals region. This section of the Sverdlovek systen iz electrified
and is of standard 5-foot gauge.® From & point just south of Shurala
(67°26' N=80°10%E), a standardegaupge track oxtends west to Xirowgrad
(67°25'5=60°045)4 A narrowegauge track rumning northwest from leyvoe
Budyanka conneets it with Kirovgrad and comtinues north to Karpushikhs
and Levikha., Another narrowegauge treck rims southwest from Neyvoe
Rudyonin to lolorechke. From the Mursinke railrosd stotion south of
Veridmeo~-Heyvinskiy, a narrowegauge track extends east for a short dise
tance to the settlement of Kalinmovo.

S. Dpueds «» Two primary roads cross through Verkhne-Tcyvinskiy,
one from north to south and the other from northsest to southwest. Reports
have indicated that some of the main roads of the wrea, as well as the
streots of Verkhne-tieyvinskly, are metalled. ill others are dirt roads,
some of which are well mnintained and others poorly or not at 2ll. During
periods of heavy preecipitation and spring thews, ell dirt roads become
quagnires. The area also is crossed by an extensive network of forest
lanes or trails.

Do Commumicetions

Various sources have indicated that Verkhne~isyvinskiy has both a
postoffice and & telegraph offisce, but their loostions nrs in doubt. Thore
are no data us to the existence of & telephons systen or of a radie station

within the town.

l. Some Pii reports indicate (1) that the SverdlovskeXushve section 1a
doublewtracked or (2) that the SverdlovskeVerkime-Neyvinskiy section is
doublewtracked. Nelther report has beon substantisted.
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Vi. Industrial Instellations

Though the economic structure of Verihne-Neyvinskiy is besed on
minor industry, no specific locational or funotional data for these
ingtalletions are available. The instellations and all krown or ro=
ported information concerning their locatlon and products are listed
below.

A, Ancessory Plant

A 1944 mource indivates that the raw materials used by this »lant
are forged steel plieces, nonfarrous metal castings, and rubber products.
The finished product is not known.

He Adreraft Plant

An unconfirmod source, dated 1944, states that an aireraft plant
was then under construction in the area.

Co Chromite Beneficistion Flant

De Iran Mill

e Fish Camming Factory
One report indfcates that such an instellation is located in the

Bret.e
F. Machinery lant
This plant is reported to produce cast rods.
Vil, Hon-Industrial Installations
The town of Verkime-Seyvinskiy ie believed to contain various non-
industrial installations such as & church, sohool, stera, and cemotery.
No specific data concerning them is available. i 1948 source also indicates
that o forced labor camp is located in the tmm of Verkhne-leyvinskly

but the locatlon is not given.
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APPENDIX A

The town of Verkime-Neyvinskiy and the immediate surrounding area
presents a difficult problem for regional research for the lollowing
reasonst (1) the btown itmelf is of minor importance i: comparisen with
the nearby citles of leyvo-Rudyania, XKirovgred, Shurals, and Jev'vansk;
(2) following Yiorld sar II, ne P camps wore established in the town or
the imwediate surrounding area, which might provide sources for interroe
gationy and (3) there are no known recent largomgoale nape of the ares.

Beocause sufficient intalliganae data for the ares iz lacking the
followlng roquest is mades

1, 411 maps of the Verkhnewisyvinskiy region at scales of 1:500,000
or larger that come to the attention of anslysis and other intellipgence
persannel should be forwarded or reported to the Cemtral Intellirence
Agenoy, attention Analysis Pranch, Geographic Nivision.

2. A1l corrections or additions to this report should be forwarded
a5 indicated ubove, along with full information concerning the source
for the correction.

3+ ‘Al information obtained that oan be plotbved on & mar should
be plotted om CIi 11833, 1:50,000, wless the sresc coverad by such infore
mation extends beyond the limits of the CIi map. In this case USAF
Target Intelligence Collestion Chart, Ceries ?;0{3, Jerkmo«Neyvinsi-iy

(9855), should be used for plotting.
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